I am writing to you on behalf of the office of the Chief Veterinary Officer in Welsh
Government. As part of our ongoing efforts to reduce the risk of avian influenza
(Al) introduction and spread, we are currently working to strengthen biosecurity
measures within the game bird sector in Wales

This year, the avian influenza virus has persisted over the summer at an
unprecedented level in the United Kingdom. Our wild bird surveillance continues
to detect infection in various parts of the UK, including Wales. Notably, the virus
has remained present in domestic wild birds even after migratory waterfowl have
left Great Britain. The current risk level for wild birds being infected with Al is
high, which translates into an increased risk for all captive bird keepers.

Consequently, the 2025 game bird release will face a heightened risk of birds
contracting the disease, either through direct contact with infected wild birds or
via contaminated environments. We would like to draw your attention to
enhanced biosecurity measures that can help mitigate this risk. These measures
have been developed in collaboration with the game bird industry and avian
disease experts. To strengthen their impact, some of these measures will soon
become mandatory through amendments to the current Wales Avian Influenza
Prevention Zone (AIPZ) declaration, which can be found on the Welsh
Government website.

To protect your birds, please consider implementing the following:

Keep game birds separate from areas frequently visited by ducks and other
waterfowl, which may carry Al even without showing clinical signs.

Increase the number of feeders for released game birds to reduce congregation
and potential transmission points. Inspect the feeding and watering stations
daily and clean as appropriate to remove faecal matter and feathers.

Cover feeding and watering stations to prevent contamination from wild bird
droppings and remove any spilled feed to avoid attracting wild birds near pens.

Do not feed game birds within 500 metres of areas where other poultry or
captive birds are kept.

Use foot dips with approved disinfectants at the correct dilution rate, and
ensure dedicated footwear and equipment are used within bird pens. Access
should be restricted to essential personnel only.

Monitor your birds daily, and if you suspect avian influenza, you must report it
immediately to APHA Wales on 0300 303 8268. Daily inspections should also
include a 50-metre radius around the perimeter of your pens.



¢ Report any dead wild birds (including released game birds that have become
wild) via the Defra online system on GOV.UK or by calling the Defra helpline
on 03459 33 55 77.

o Keep detailed records of:
e Dates and numbers of birds placed in release pens or areas
¢ Dates and numbers of bird mortalities, including those euthanised
e Onsetdates of any clinical signs suggestive of Al
e Visitor names, dates, and purposes of visits (including staff)

o Dates and details of deliveries, collections, and bird movements
(including contact details)

o Ensure you are registered as a bird keeper - you can register online at
GOV.UK, via email (customer.registration@apha.gov.uk) or over the phone
(03000 200 301)

We hope to implement these amendments to encourage biosecurity
enhancements as soon as possible and trust they will complement the
biosecurity plans you will already have in place. Our longer-term aim is to
continue working closely with the industry to identify additional measures that
may be beneficial, to protect our birds and businesses. In line with other captive
bird sectors, we are planning to publish a self-assessment biosecurity
checklist shortly, which will help you identify areas for further improvement.

Thank you for your continued cooperation and commitment to protecting bird
health in Wales.

Natalie Sampson

Deputy Chief Veterinary Officer for Wales



